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come home safely. Let us have the courage
and discipline to dump the extraneous billions
and the excessively extraneous policy add-
ons. Instead, Congress has passed a pork-
barrel bill that, for example, restores $592 mil-
lion in funding to construct a new U.S. em-
bassy in Baghdad that is not an emergency,
could not be constructed during the on-going
insecurity and was previously defeated in a
vote in the House by a wide margin.

Our nation is now in its third year with al-
most 160,000 troops occupying both Iraq and
Afghanistan. Why was the $78 billion for mili-
tary operations included in this emergency
supplemental appropriation not included in the
regular $400 billion FY2005 defense budget
passed only months ago. That would have
raised defense spending to almost $500 bil-
lion, but at least it would have honestly met
our obligations to our troops. But foresight and
proper planning are not the strengths of this
White House and by budgeting properly it
would have stripped the Republicans in Con-
gress of a convenient legislative vehicle, a
“must pass” bill as they refer to it, by which
to supporting our troops is cover for attaching
pork projects and politically motivated policies.

This bill, regardless of the margin by which
it has passed Congress, is a shameful exam-
ple of politicians exploiting the needs of a na-
tion at war and the warriors who are fighting
this war to advance a narrow, ideological and
exclusive political agenda. Since there is no
money for Iraq in the 2006 federal budget we
can expect another “emergency wartime sup-
plemental” again in the near future and with it
the same abusive process.

Among the most egregious and offensive
provisions of this bill is the attachment of dis-
graceful provision call the “REAL ID.” The
provision adds a de facto national identifica-
tion card to be paid for by state and local tax-
payers. It is another multi-billion dollar un-
funded mandate on taxpayers, as well as an-
other example of Republican excess and com-
plete disregard for competent policy making.
The REAL ID will make it easier for the immi-
gration officials to send persons fleeing polit-
ical or religious persecution back to their per-
secutors and it builds a wall along portions of
the U.S.-Mexico border with complete dis-
regard for all laws, including environmental
regulations. Furthermore, because the legisla-
tion calls for national driver license standards
to be implemented by states, it all but guaran-
tees that more untrained and tested drivers
will be driving on our streets, roads and free-
ways. This is not an anti-terrorism provision, it
is simply more political grandstanding at the
expense of the American taxpayer and hard
working families.

There are some good aspects of this bill
which | do support strongly. In addition to the
needed funding for our troops, there is critical
foreign assistance which | support. This in-
cludes funds for victims of the Indian Ocean
tsunami, humanitarian assistance to the vic-
tims of the genocide in Darfur, funds to sup-
port the African Union peacekeeping operation
in Sudan, economic development for the Pal-
estinian people, international food aid and
other bilateral assistance to critical allies.
These are proper and needed uses of Amer-
ica’s wealth to create stability, security and
save lives around the world.

We are at a critical time in our nation’s his-
tory. The current levels of deficit spending to
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sustain the wars, occupations and reconstruc-
tion efforts in Afghanistan and Irag, almost
$300 billion to date, plus the long-term needs
of veterans, is not sustainable and is fiscally
dangerous.

My strong and unwavering support for
America’s fighting men and women, as well as
for our veterans remains steadfast. My opposi-
tion to this legislation is a demonstration of my
lack of confidence in the Iraq policy and my
disgust with the irresponsible fiscal policies of
this White House and Republican controlled
Congress. The needs and priorities of the
American people must come before the short-
sighted political advantages of the majority
party. The priorities in Washington must
change and | will continue to fight to put our
troops and our families first, not use them as
a political excuse.

————
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Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
rise in recognition of the fiftieth anniversary of
the first inauguration of the late Richard J.
Daley, former mayor of Chicago and one of
America’s all-time greatest mayors. His legacy
was honored at a symposium last week at the
University of lllinois at Chicago, UIC, followed
by a gala reception and benefit for that fine
school.

This event, attended by the mayor’s family,
friends and many other Chicagoans was ad-
dressed by public servants and members of
the media who knew and worked with the
mayor. Remembered as a man of strong con-
viction and dedication to his family, faith and
the city, Mayor Daley left an indelible mark as
Chicago’s longest-serving chief executive.

As many participants made clear at the
symposium, evidence of Mayor Daley’s stamp
on Chicago can be seen clearly today. From
its vibrant downtown to its freeways and mass
transit to O’Hare International Airport, Mayor
Daley forever transformed Chicago into the
“city that works.” He appreciated the impor-
tance of the city’'s great cultural institutions
and core businesses, building strong partner-
ships that have enabled Chicago to avoid the
pitfalls affecting many other industrial cities.
His visionary founding of UIC as an urban col-
lege for the children of immigrants and work-
ing families was perhaps his greatest achieve-
ment, making it a most appropriate place for
the Daley Library, Archives and student schol-
arships in the name of the late mayor and his
beloved wife, Eleanor.

Through times of great social upheaval and
racial tension, the mayor never wavered from
his vision of politics and government as “a
people business.” He maintained his commit-
ment to public education and economic oppor-
tunity for all people, working closely with na-
tional leaders like Presidents John F. Kennedy
and Lyndon Johnson toward these goals,
which passage of the landmark Civil Rights
and Voting Rights laws.

In return for his dedicated service and in
recognition of his great love for Chicago, its
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residents elected and re-elected him an un-
precedented six times.

Still, Mayor Daley made the time to be a
loving husband and devoted father to seven
children. His eldest son, Richard M. Daley,
has succeeded him as mayor, and has built
his own legacy as a great leader and urban vi-
sionary. Together, the two Mayor Daleys have
provided the city of Chicago with outstanding
leadership and direction and along with the
entire Daley family have shown a sense of
commitment to public service that is inspiring.
| am proud that, 50 years after the first Mayor
Daley’s inauguration, Chicago is among the
world’s greatest and most vibrant cities. May it
remain so for many years to come.

———
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Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker,
Senior Volunteer Services in Broward County,
Florida will honor Edith Schaffer Lederberg, of
the Area Agency on Aging, Area Agency, for
her longstanding commitment to Broward
County’s elder population at its 40th anniver-
sary luncheon on Thursday, May 19. This
event provides an excellent opportunity to
thank Edith for her dedication and leadership.
The Area Agency plans, develops, coordi-
nates, and evaluates programs; funds serv-
ices; and is the prime advocate for residents
of Broward County, Florida, who are 60 years
of age or older.

Serving as the executive director of the
Area Agency for the past 19 years, Edith has
been responsible for overseeing an annual
Federal and State budget of more than $24
million. Under her guidance, the Area Agency
has been proactive in responding to the critical
needs of our community. In response to a vital
need for transportation to aid elderly and
younger disabled Broward residents’ in their
efforts to travel to work or medical appoint-
ments, Edith was determined to become a
provider. She wanted to ensure that these
services would be delivered by caring and ca-
pable coordinators.; Her endeavor became a
reality in 1996, with the Area Agency as a
committed provider. Because of Edith’s fore-
sight, the Area Agency has developed pioneer
programs such as the Noble McArtor Adult
Day Care Center—the first such facility in the
United States to target the needs of the gay
and lesbian population.

Most recently, in a concerted effort to raise
funds for aging services throughout Florida,
Edith drafted legislation to support aging serv-
ices within communities. Mr. Speaker, these
are but a few examples of Edith Lederberg’s
countless accomplishments. She works tire-
lessly each day to ensure that the seniors in
our community have the resources they need
and deserve in order to maintain their dignity
and wellbeing. Thank you, Mr. Speaker and
Members of Congress for the opportunity to
salute this great Floridian and great American.
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